
The Times of Our Lives?  
 

 High school was ok, I guess.  I 
hear a lot of people say they wish they 
could go back to high school because 
those were the best times of their lives.  I 
definitely disagree with that.  College, now 
that was fun.  I think it was probably some-
times too much fun if you know what I 
mean.  Occasionally, one of my old college 
buddies will say that he wishes we were 
still there.  Me?  I remember the fun times, 
but I also remember the uncertainty of 
what I would do with my life when the inevi-
table time came.  After college, I became a 
teacher and spent the better part of my 
teaching years in the Worcester Public 
Schools.  I really enjoyed that time.  The 
challenge of creating exciting lessons while 
still managing student behavior and inter-
action was a great thrill for me.  I felt alive 
and important during that time of my life. 

 

 All those times had their plusses, 
but as 2010 begins, I keep thinking of that 
old song by Paul Anka, in which he asks, 
“Remember?  Do you remember the times 
of your life?”  And as an educator who al-
ways needs to find an answer to a ques-
tion, I start thinking about my life and ask-
ing myself, ‘what were the best days?’  Ulti-
mately, I keep coming back to one answer:  
right now!  Yes, for real, these are the best 
days of my life, and I don’t even have the 
space to go into all the reasons why.  Sure, 
like anyone, I have plenty of things that 
frustrate and upset me.  But when I clear 
out the clutter in my mind, I realize that I 
don’t need new things in my life, I just need 
to adjust the lenses through which I look at 
the old ones.  Once I do, I realize how 
good I truly have it. 

Principal’s Perspective -Gregg J. Desto 
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As I write this, I am hoping the same 
could be said for you.  Challenges 
abound right now, whether economical, 
personal or whatever.  Things may not 
be perfect,  I think it’s the way we look 
at them that matters.  At the very least, 
everywhere you look, there’s someone 
who has it more difficult than you do.  
It’s really just a matter of noticing and 
being grateful that things could cer-
tainly be worse.  So as 2010 gets 
cranked up, I thought I might dispense 
with the usual resolutions like losing 
weight (yes, I could be in better shape) 
and taking up a new hobby (I don’t 
have time anyway).  Instead, and I 
really hope you’ll consider joining me, I 
simply want to consistently recognize 
that these are, in fact, really good 
times.  Let me give you a few things 
about our school which might make 
you think about it: 

· 387 students, or 67% of our         
population, are currently on the Honor 
Roll. 

· 157 students, or 27% of our popu-
lation, have completed 100% of their 
homework so far this year. 

· We recently inducted 29 new stu-
dents into the National Junior Honor 
Society, giving us 47 students in the 
society overall. 

· Our daily attendance rate is hold-
ing steady at nearly 97% despite the 
rash of flu viruses affecting children 
nationwide. 

· DMS students are still consistently 
engaged in meaningful community ser-
vice activities.  To name a few: 

 - Our school community ful-
filled wish lists for 100 needy children 
through the YOU, Inc. “Adopt a Child 
for Christmas Program.” 

 - We filled an entire truck with 
new, unwrapped toys for the Dream 
Center in Oxford. 
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Principal Continued from page 1 
 

 These truly are good times for Dudley Middle School.  Though a middle school by nature is a 
busy, hectic place where many mistakes are made on a daily basis, we who are here every day have 
the advantage of seeing the overwhelming amount of positive things that take place.  We see students 
who are happy and connected to school; students who feel safe and supported; students who work 
hard on their school work; who help others; the list goes on.  Those people who begin sentences with 
“these kids today,…” do not have the opportunity to see the things we see. 

 

 I don’t know.  It seems like no matter how old you are there’s always someone older reminding 
you how quickly time flies.  They’re right, of course, time does seem to be flying.  It goes so quickly 
because most of us, myself most definitely included, fail to slow down long enough to notice what’s 
going on.  We go, go, go – to work, to errands, to kids’ activities, to sleep, to work, etc.  Next thing you 
know, you’re about to turn 40 (Oh wait, maybe that’s just me).  But this year is going to be different.  
This year, I am going to slow things down and savor the moments as I should have been all along.  I 
am going to take time to reflect on the considerable good in my life, both at DMS and elsewhere.  As I 
see it, it would be wasteful to wait any longer.  After all, my father’s son is turning 40.  If I don’t slow 
down, it won’t be long before my own son does the same. 

 

“Gather memories while you may. 

Collect the dreams you dream today. 

Remember?  Will you remember the times of your life ?” 

 

Paul Anka 

 

 Please join me in my resolution to recognize and appreciate all that we have going for us in 
Dudley.  Just imagine what it could be like if everybody in town does the same. 

2010 MCAS Schedule  
 

Though they are still subject to change, please tak e note of the prob-
able dates for 2010 MCAS testing and, if at all pos sible, avoid sched-
uling vacations and appointments on these days. 
 
*  English / language arts—March 23, 24, and 25 
 
*  Math—May 11 and 12 
 
*  Science / technology—May 13 and 14 - 
           (grade 5 and 8 only) 
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NEWS FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL— John D. Paire 

 

What this world needs is a new kind of army - the a rmy of the kind.   

                                  ~Cleveland Amory 
 

With all of the military spending in this country, this quote seems to say quite a bit.  While I am cer-
tainly not here to make a political statement or to meddle in the affairs of the United States military (or, for 
that matter to even pretend I understand the complexity of international relations well enough to comment on 
such issues), it seems likely that if we placed as much emphasis on creating an “army of the kind,” we would 
see a tremendous change in the world.  But in the end, it would be gratifying to see an army of Mr. Amory’s 
design engaged in a battle against negative treatment of others ensue here at Dudley Middle School. 

 

 As many of you may be aware and as I have written in this space previously, a major focus of this 
school year is an effort to eradicate bullying behavior here at Dudley Middle.  As part of that effort, students 
completed a very brief survey regarding bullying.  Largely, the results were very positive, but as always there 
is some room for improvement.  I would like to share those results and also provide some insight related to 
our future efforts to create our own “army of the kind,” whose mission will be to start a revolution of kindness. 

 

 Let’s start with the positive; what we found in our survey results is that nearly every student who 
walks through our doors feels, for the most part safe (99.4%).  We also were able to determine that 98% of 
Dudley Middle students view bullying as being “not a concern at all” or only a “mild concern.”  It was also 
interesting to discover that as students get older, they view bullying to be less of a concern (not sure if this is 
a result of developing a “thicker skin” or due to students understanding that unkind treatment is not accept-
able). 

 

 Not surprisingly, we did find that bullying is still happening.  Thirty-nine percent of students indicated 
that they have been bullied at school during their career at Dudley Middle and 68% said they have wit-
nessed this type of behavior during school, but were not directly involved.  The areas where this type of be-
havior is most likely to occur were in the cafeteria, hallways, and on the bus (naturally, the areas where there 
is less adult supervision, larger groups of kids, and less structure).   

 

 Mr. Desto, the guidance counselors, and I met with the students, by team, to review the results of 
the survey and emphasize the importance of treating others with civility and respect.  Much of the focus was 
on how to safely help others who may not be treated kindly by someone.  This included approaching some-
one they witness being treated poorly and asking them, “Are you alright?” highlighting the idea that one kind 
act, no matter how simple, can have a lasting effect.        

 

 Moving forward, we have determined that our goal is to continue to try to eliminate bullying, but our 
resolution is to emphasize the positive.  Over the next several weeks, we are going to begin our efforts to 
start a “kindness revolution” right here at Dudley Middle.  We will be kicking-off this revolution with “Kindness 
Week” (January 19th – 22nd).  This will be a week focused on encouraging students to treat others in a posi-
tive way.  There will be special events all week including the much anticipated (at least by Mr. Desto and 
me) kick-off of “Survivor:  Dudley Middle School” where only the kind will survive.    
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From the office… Happy New Year 2010 
 

Term 2 report cards will go home the week of January 19, 2009. 
 

School Cancellations: Notification of school cancellation (page 9 of the hand book) will be made over ra-
dio stations WESO, WTAG, WSRS, and WORC. In addition television stations WBZ and ABC Channel 5; 
and the school website http://www.dcrsd.org/ under district-school cancelation information. 

 
Bus Passes.   Students are not allowed to ride any bus other than the bus assigned to them unless they 
must go to another destination for childcare or other emergency purposes.    When such a situation oc-
curs, the following procedure must be used: 

 

�  The student must have a signed note from a parent/guardian explaining the reason for a bus change 

�  The note must be given to the school administrator in the morning of the day of the necessary bus 
change 

�  The note, once signed by the administrator, must be given to the driver of the bus that the student is 
riding that afternoon  

 

 Dudley Middle School office will issue a bus pass for the student to give to the driver of the 
 bus that the student will be riding that afternoon. 

 Changes to this procedure may only occur in consultation between the parent/guardian and an  

 administrator. 

 Please find the Bus Conduct Policy on page 30 of the Dudley Middle School     Handbook.  

 

ALL ABSENCES must be verified by a call in from a parent or guardian on the day of the absence. Please 
call the Dudley Middle School office or leave a message on the attendance line by calling Dudley Middle 
School at 508-943-2224, extension 1102.  The attendance line is available from 3:30PM to 7AM daily. At-
tendance is outlined on page 9 & 10 of the Middle School Handbook.  

 

Extended Absence: Early notification of an extended absence will allow for preparation of academic as-
signments for your child. Please notify the office at Dudley Middle School as soon as possible in the event 
of an extended absence. An extended absence will be recorded as absent.  

 

Make up work:  If a student is absent from school he/she will have one (1) day more than the number of 
days absent to complete makeup work.    Students who are absent from school more than three (3) days due 
to illness may request work to be sent home.   Make up work is outlined on page 10 of the Middle School 
Handbook.  

 

Phone calls: The office staff receives numerous calls through out the day. All messages will be forwarded 
to your student at an appropriate time of the day, taking into consideration classroom instruction and mak-
ing every attempt not to interrupt classroom time. As always, we are happy to relay a message to your 
child. 

 ID Cards: Should your child need a replacement ID card, please have your child contact  

 Mrs. Briere in the Library. A duplicate ID card will be processed for the fee of $2.00. 
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GRADE 5 NEWS 
 

 The fifth grade has been very busy this late fall and early winter. There has been lots of learning 
going on in all subject areas.  In Social Studies, students have been learning about the Vikings and other 
explorers. Soon they will be learning about the beginnings of America and the first settlers there. In Eng-
lish Language Arts, some students have been reading The Whipping Boy, while all students have been 
working on grammar (including wonderful nouns), vocabulary, and writing skills. In Literacy classes, stu-
dents are learning the ANSWER key method of finding information to answer questions. All classes are 
integrating this into their subject areas. Be sure to ask your child what it is and how it is used. 

 

 In science, classes have covered Diversity and Adaptation and some have completed a unit on 
Plants. Ecology is coming up for Teams 5-1 and 5-2; where as Team 5-3 will be starting on Plants after the 
holidays.  In Math classes, students have learned about Geometry and angles. After vacation all students 
will be starting on Division.  Some practice with basic multiplication tables over vacation will help hone 
those skills to prepare students for the rigors of division. 

 

 The fifth graders, along with the rest of the students and staff at Dudley Middle School, as well as 
some families of students, adopted 100 children for the You, INC. Adopt-a-Child for Christmas campaign.  
Students collected loose change during homeroom, got donations from the community, and even donated 
their ice cream money to make sure that the kids who are in foster care or group homes can have a little 
bit of happiness on Christmas Day. The gifts were picked up on December 14, and the whole 5th grade 
helped to load the van. A big thank you to everyone who helped wrap gifts and donated to this very worthy 
cause. 

 

On December 23, the fifth grade celebrated the season with Penguin Day activities.  Parent 
chaperones moved with groups to do crafts, go online for penguin games, sing penguin 
songs, do penguin dances, and many other activities.  The movie Happy Feet was shown 
and lots of snacks were eaten. Everyone had a great time. 

 

 In the New Year, the fifth grade will be looking forward to a visit from some folks from Plimoth 
Plantation, and a visit from the Museum of Science. Lots of fun and learning is in store. Ask your child 
about it today! 

TEAM 7/1  

 

  The Team 7-1 Wolves teachers are excited about a new approach to answering open  

  response format questions.  The technique, coined “Answer Key,” is being implemented  
  school-wide and our team already has seen very favorable results: “Answer” is an acronym 
  used as a mnemonic device for remembering all the steps necessary to write a more effec-
tive open-response.  A stands for Answer; N for Note Plan; S for Skim and Read Actively; W for Write Re-
sponse; and ER for End by Reviewing. 

 

 It is our hope that this approach to writing will catch on and soon be second nature for our students 
when responding to open-response writing prompts.  Please encourage the use of the “Answer Key” at 
home with your child.  Mention it to them as they complete some of their composition assignments.  Thank 
you for all your continued support! 
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Team 7-2 Eagles Bring Holiday Goodies and Cheer to the Mustard Seed 

Inspired by Scott Niro 
  

The Mustard Seed soup kitchen in Worcester is a place where less fortunate people are able to eat din-
ner every night.  Each month, the Team 7-2 teachers and 12 students travel to the Mustard Seed to help 
serve a meal.  When we arrived at the Mustard Seed, I noticed tables filled with people of  all ages. 

There were also people sitting on benches around the edge of the dining room.  The people at the  

Mustard Seed are not much different than us, but with difficult economic situations, they might have cho-
sen to pay their bills and not had enough left over for food. 

  

Our job at the Mustard Seed is to serve dinner.  The night I was there, dinner included pasta with sauce, 
salad, bread, and a brownie for dessert.  When the Team 7-2 Eagles visited in the Mustard Seed on 
Monday, December 21, we brought dessert with us – homemade and hand decorated sugar cookies, 
candy canes, and chocolate kisses.  When we arrived, we passed out the cookies to the clients already 
in the dining room.  They seemed really pleased to receive them.  (Special thanks all of to the students 
who stayed after school to decorate and bag the cookies.) 

   

After dinner is served and everyone is done eating, we helped clean up including washing the tables and 
chairs, wiping down counters, sweeping and mopping the floor, carrying out garbage, etc.  We also 
helped carry in donations that arrived during the dinner service.  In the end, we said our good-byes to 
our friends at the Mustard Seed and head back to DMS feeling good about how we’ve helped. 

 

The Mustard Seed is always in need of food and clothing donations.  If your family would like to contrib-
ute, please contact a Team 7-2 teacher.  Happy Holidays! 
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NEWS FROM THE JUNIOR NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
 
 Twenty-nine seventh and eighth grade students from Dudley Middle School were in-
ducted Into membership of the National Junior Honor Society in a ceremony held at the school 
on the   evening of December 10, 2009. 

 

 Members were selected for meeting high standards of scholarship, service, leadership, 
citizenship, and character.  NJHS is sponsored by the National Association of Secondary 
School Principals, which also sponsors the National Honor Society.  Asterisk denotes new 
inductees. 

             

             GRADE 7           GRADE  8 

 

 Bonner, Mackenzie* 

Cierpich, Jordan* 

Doherty, Hannah* 

Gallegan, Taylor* 

Giguere, Seamus* 

Jackson, Chance* 

Kondek, Deanna* 

Manzi, Talia* 

Martin, Benjamin* 

Mosio, Katarzyna* 

Nesta, Jena* 

Packard, Abigail* 

Quadarella, Ashley* 

Rojas, Priscilla* 

Ryel, Allison* 

Tetreau, Jenna* 

Weinhardt, Tyler* 

White, Benjamin* 

Assad, Josie* 

Battista, Anthony* 

Bellerive, Alexandra 

Bilis, Kurt 

Duhamel, James* 

Frederick, Claire 

Gunagan, Caitlin* 

Hauge, Kaylin* 

Hutchinson, Daniel 

Kurpiel, Natalia 

Lebeouf, Daniel 

L’Heureux, Christian 

Marrier, Heidi* 

Melikian, Miranda 

Menard, Alexis 

Menard, Andrea* 

Merritt, Lauren* 

Miglionico, Jordan 

Mullins, Mackenzie 

Murphy, Erin 

Packard, Brooke 

Patenaude, Lucas 

Pepka, Jocelyn* 

Pysell, Allie* 

Shore, Andrew* 

Spahl, Jeffrey 

Wilson, Nicole 

Zablocki, Jordan 

A leaky faucet can waste up to 20 gallons of water per day, and a leak-
ing toilet can waste up to 200 gallons a day. 

 

Source: NRDC 

 

Save water, save the planet... One shower at a time 

FAST FACTS: 

*************************************************** *************************************************** ****** 



Upcoming Events for January 2010: 
Friday, January 1, 2010 – No School – New Year’s Day (Happy New Year) 
Monday, January 4, 2010 – Team Leaders’ Meeting, 2:40 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 5, 2010 – Girls/Boys Basketball Game at Douglas, 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 5, 2010 – PTO Meeting at Mason Road School, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 6, 2010 – DMS Ski Trip #1 to Mt. Wachusett, 2:35 – 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, January 7, 2010 – Plimoth Plantation Presentation for Grade 5, Classrooms 

Thursday, January 7, 2010 – Boys/Girls Basketball Game home vs. Southbridge, 3:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 7, 2010— Dudley-Charlton Regional School District  Special Education Parent Advisory Council  

     meeting, 6:30—8:30 p.m., Shepherd Hill Regional High School Library 

Monday, January 11, 2010 – Grade 7 Presentation “Fun with Science”, 8:40 a.m. and 9:40 a.m. 

Monday, January 11, 2010 – Boys/Girls Basketball Game at Quaboag, 3:30 p.m. 

Monday, January 11, 2010 – DMS Faculty Meeting, 2:40 p.m., Cafeteria 

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 – Girls/Boys Basketball Game home vs. Uxbridge, 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 - DMS Ski Trip #2 to Mt. Wachusett, 2:35 – 8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 – Science Curriculum Meeting, Library , 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 – Girls/Boys Basketball Game home vs. Tantasqua, 3:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 14, 2010 – Geography Bee Auditions, 1:00-2:20 p.m., Auditorium (Snow Date 1/15/10) 

Friday, January 15, 2010 – DMS School Council Meeting, 4:00 p.m., Library 

Monday, January 18, 2010 – No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Week of January 19, 2010 – Report Cards Sent Home 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 – Science Curriculum Meeting, Library , 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 - DMS Ski Trip #3 to Mt. Wachusett, 2:35 – 8:00 p.m. 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 – Girls/Boys Basketball Game home vs. Oxford, 3:30 p.m. 

Friday, January 22, 2010 – Grade 7/8 School Dance, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m., Gym 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 – Boys/Girls Basketball Game at Charlton Middle School, 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesday January 27, 2010 - DMS Ski Trip #4 to Mt. Wachusett, 2:35 – 8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 – Science Curriculum Meeting, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m., Library 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 – Girls/Boys Basketball Game at Douglas, 3:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 – Music Parents Association Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library  

Friday, January 29, 2010 – PTO Presentation for Grade 6, Museum of Science “Motion/Speed/Velocity, 9:00-11:00  

Friday, January 29, 2010 – Boys/Girls Basketball Game at Tantasqua, 3:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Events for February 2010: 
Monday, February 1, 2010 – Girls/Boys Basketball Game at Auburn, 3:30 p.m. 

Monday, February 1, 2010 – Team Leaders Meeting, 2:40 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 2, 2010 – PTO Meeting at Dudley Middle School, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 - DMS Ski Trip #5 to Mt. Wachusett, 2:35 – 8:00 p.m. 

Friday, February 5, 2010 – PTO Presentation for Grade 5, Electromagnetism, 9:30 a.m. Auditorium 

Monday, February 8, 2010 – DMS Faculty Meeting, 2:40 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 - DMS Ski Trip #6 to Mt. Wachusett, 2:35 – 8:00 p.m. 

Friday, February 12, 2010 – Team 7/2 Trip to Quabbin Reservoir, 8:15-12:30 

Week of February 15 – 19, 2010 – No School – Vacation Week 

Saturday, February 27, 2010 – New England Show Choir Festival 
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                                           Notes from the School Nurse- Mrs. Hickey  
 
Hope your holiday time was healthy and restful! 
 
Grade 7 Parents/Guardians:  Not all students have turned in the most recent copy of their physical exam 
for this school year as yet.  The school requires that one be turned in during the 7th grade year and also 
in the 10th grade year. All have turned immunization information- it’s not the same thing as a physical 
exam form.  If your student plans to play school sports, he/she must turn in an exam dated July 1st or 
after each year they go out for school-sponsored sports, or a doctor’s update note dated on or after July 
1st before they are even allowed to try out.  This is a school district policy to be sure that all are healthy to 
play. 
 
Hearing/Vision Screening:  Hearing and vision screening have been accomplished and notices will be 
sent to parents/guardians for those students who were not successful during this screening. The notice 
must be brought to their eye or ear specialist for a more in depth evaluation, signed by the doctor, and 
returned to school for placement in the student’s medical record. Some parents/guardians have been 
called and asked to make sure that their student brings their glasses to school to get the most out of any 
visual inputs that are presented, to aide their learning process. 
 
Postural Screening:  Postural screening will take place in the month of February during physical educa-
tion classes for all students as discretely as it has been done in past years. Their doctor does this exam 
as part of their physical exam. If a current exam (this school year) has been turned in, then it’s not neces-
sary to postural screen your student again. 
 
   

 

  Grade 6 Parents/Guardians:  Written notification regarding what immunization(s) your 
  student will need prior to Grade 7 entry will be mailed to your home by the end of   

  January 2010. Notification is sent so far in advance to remind you to plan a doctor’s  

  appointment to accomplish what is required by state law. 

After School Activities 

 
Every Morning – Title I Top of the Morning Program, Science Lab 
Every Afternoon – Cross Country, 2:35 – 3:40 p.m. 
Every Afternoon and Saturdays – DMS Basketball Practice, 2:35 – 5:30(Starts 11/23/09) (Saturdays, 8:00 – 12:00) 
Every Monday – DMS Color Guard, 2:35 – 5:00 
Mondays/Wednesdays – Intramurals, 2:35 – 3:40 p.m. 
Tuesdays – Yearbook Meetings, Room 303, 2:35 – 3:40 p.m. – Alternating between Grades 5/6 and Grades 7/8 
Tuesdays/Thursdays - Title 1 After School Help Program, 2:35 – 3:40 p.m.  
Tuesdays – Crime Scene Investigation After School program, 2:35-3:40 (Ends January 2010) 
Tuesdays – Body Boot Camp After School Program, 2:35 – 3:40 (Ends 12/22/09) 
Wednesdays – Creative Writing After School Program, 2:45 – 3:40 (Ends 1/6/10) 
Wednesday – Titan Times After School Program, 2:35-3:40 
Wednesdays – Musical Theater “Dear Edwina” Rehearsal, 2:35 – 3:40 (January rehearsal until 5:00)  
          Auditorium 
Thursdays – Scrapbooking After School Program, 2:35 – 3:40 Ends 1/7/10) 
Thursdays - Show Choir Rehearsals, 2:35-5:00 p.m. Auditorium   
Thursdays – After School Homework Help, 2:35 – 3:40 p.m., Library 
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Dudley Middle School Skiers, Boarders and Parents; 

 

We are ready, the mountain is finalizing badges, the transportation is all set so let it snow!!! 

 

Recent updates and reminders; 

�  Our first trip is Wednesday January 6th 2010. 

�  All skiers and boarders are encouraged to wear helmets. 

�  We have nearly 60 skiers and boarders this year. 

�  We have 10 students new to the sport.. 

 *Remember if you are not renting gear you must have mountain approved equipment. 

*Please take advantage of the “learn to turn” program at Wachusett or go to the mountain and familiarize 

  your child with the rental shop so they can size your child and see where lessons are given. 

�  Students who purchased Century passes can go to Wachusett and obtain your pass any time, please call the group 
sales office in advance. 

�  Ski club badges will be given out as we board the bus and collected upon return. 

�  Attendance will be taken before the bus leaves the school or the mountain. 

�  Parents wishing to meet their child at the mountain and take them home must sign them out with coordinator. 

�  This is a winter sport; the program runs in almost all weather conditions please dress accordingly with protective 
clothing. You will be outside for prolonged periods, remember the mountain will always be colder and snow-
making is a continual process. 

�  If school is canceled or Wachusett cancels, parents will be notified. 

�  Please ensure your child has food or money for food. 

�  We will provide bottled water for all members. 

�  Departure from the ski area will be at 7:45 PM sharp!  All students should return rental equipment and /or 
gather up their equipment and go to the buses at 7:30 PM. Our bus is one of many and delaying departure will 
jeopardize your participation. 

�  Students are responsible for their own food, clothing, valuables and ski equipment.  This includes rental equip-
ment.  A lock for skis or board is highly recommended. Wachusett provides a free Ski Watch. 

�  Please feel free to contact me with any last minute questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carl Strazzullo, Ski Club Coordinator              

(508) 943-2224 

cstrazzullo@dcrsd.org 
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 The students of Dudley Middle School are conducting a “gently” used coat drive.  The coats will 
  be shared with the less fortunate, who are in need of warm apparel to get through a cold New 
  England winter. 

 

Please have your family try on their coats and if they don’t fit; consider donating them to the coat drive. 

 

Coats can be sent to school with your child or dropped of at the Dudley Middle School.   Slightly used coats 
will be accepted until January 15, 2010.   Please bring them to room 107.  Thank you in advance for your                      
generosity. 
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Captain David J. Konieczny – Fire Prevention Officer 

 

 Now that our heating systems have been working regularly, we remind you that 
people accidentally die each year from carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning. Carbon monox-
ide gas is produced whenever any fuel is burned. It is an odorless, colorless and tasteless 
gas that is extremely toxic in high levels. 

 

 To avoid accidental poisoning be sure to have your heating systems serviced annu-
ally by a qualified technician. Be sure to clear snow that may block exhaust vents. A 
blocked vent can cause carbon monoxide to back up into your home. If you need to use 
electric space heaters make sure they are equipped with an emergency shut off in case they 
tip over and be sure to keep them at least three feet away from combustible materials. If 
you are using wood as a supplemental heat source be sure to inspect your chimney for the 
presence of excess creosote build up. 

 

 Statistically winter fires are particularly avoidable. To ensure your families safety 
always maintain your heating systems, review your home escape plan and test your smoke 
and carbon monoxide alarms to be sure they are working. 
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Don’t miss out on a free ticket to Six Flags!  

 

 Starting January 4th, our fifth and sixth graders will be participating in The Six Flags Six Hour 
Reading Club.  This exciting program encourages reading for fun.  Every  5th & 6th grade student who 
completes just six hours of recreational reading by February 12th, 2010, will earn a free admission ticket 
to Six Flags.  It’s as easy as that!  Encourage your student to choose a great book and a warm comfy 
spot to relax and read just for the fun of it. 

 

 Is your child having trouble finding books they like?  Suggest one that you loved as a kid, have 
them ask friends for ideas, quiz a librarian, search topics they are interested in – there are books on al-
most every topic imaginable, or try a comic book or graphic novel. 

 

Watch for more information to come and let’s begin our reading for amusement - park tickets! 

 

Mrs. Briere   

DMS Library Media Specialist 

 

The Six Flags Six Hour Reading Club is a free component of the Read to Succeed program sponsored 
by Six Flags theme parks, and Weekly Reader Custom Publishing.      

Message From Title One  -  Ms. Schur and Ms. Parnel l 
  

We’ve made it through the holidays, now it is time to start 2010 off right!  As the year 2009 be-
comes a thing of the past, we must begin to look ahead at how we can make the best of it and have a 
fresh start.  At our Title One Holiday Party, students made goals for the new year and we discussed the 
importance of setting and maintaining goals.  Your assistance in helping them to realize their goals is key 
to your child’s success.  Please ask your child to see their goals and discuss their importance.    

 

As the holiday vacation comes to an end, you may find your child struggling to get back into the 
routine of the classroom.  Now, more than ever, it is important that we help students get right back into 
the swing of things so their grades do not suffer.  Grades close January 15 Tth, so all work must be com-
pleted and turned in by that day.  The best way to avoid stress during this time is to keep up on home-
work throughout the quarter and to attend extra help sessions in order to ask questions as needed.    

 

 The Title One teachers will continue to offer Title One help before school daily and after school 
Tuesday and Thursday.  This can be a good time for your child to receive extra help and to complete 
homework assignments.  Please continue to encourage your child to attend these extra help sessions.   

 
Keep your eyes open in the near future for a change  in the After School help days.   In order to be 
effective and provide our students with the best help possible, we will need to make a few changes in the 
After-School schedule.  We will give plenty of notice before any changes are made.      
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“...to advance the knowledge and 
well being of our children and our 

community.” 
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2010 MCAS Schedule  
 

Though they are still subject to change, please tak e 
note of the probable dates for 2010 MCAS testing 
and, if at all possible, avoid scheduling vacations  
and appointments on these days. 
 
*  English / language arts—March 23, 24, and 25 
 
*  Math—May 11 and 12 
 
*  Science / technology—May 13 and 14 - 
           (grade 5 and 8 only) 


